
Categories of Interpretive Consensus Regarding Scriptural Truth

Category 1: The Fundamentals 2: Theological Distinctives 3: Affiliational Distinctives 4: Personal Convictions

Checkpoint Consensual conclusions of
the Christian Church

Consensual conclusions of
one’s theological community

Affiliational consensus of
denomination / local church

Lack of consensus at 
local church level

Phraseology The Bible undeniably states ...
If language means anything,
the Bible teaches …

This theological community
interprets / understands the Bible
to teach or require …

This affiliational community 
interprets / understands the 
Bible to teach …

In my opinion …
I feel I should …

Doctrine

Principles

Beliefs

Teaching

Truths one must believe and truths 
one cannot deny and be saved = 
Orthodoxy.

e.g., Inspiration of Scripture,
Justification by faith alone in Christ 
alone, the bodily resurrection of 
Christ; the deity of Christ.

Firmly held theological conclusions. 
Well-informed, godly men who agree 
on Category 1 issues, disagree on 
these issues.

e.g., Calvinism vs. Arminianism
Wesleyan vs. Non-Wesleyan

Principles over which there 
is widespread disagreement 
even among those who 
agree on Category 2
principles.

e.g., Eschatology, church polity, 
nature of sanctification.

Opinions, beliefs, or 
convictions about 
which there is no
affiliational consensus
(Tit. 3:9).

e.g., Preferred theological 
terminology.

Response 
required by 
Scripture for 
disbelief

Range includes avoidance (Rom. 
16:17-18), excommunication (1 
Co.), total shunning (2 Jn), opposi-
tion (1 Ti.), denunciation (Gal.)

Separation passages: Gal.1:8-9;
2 Jn 1:9-11; 1 Tim. 6:20-21

Accept and love them.
Rebuke factious or divisive persons
and reject the unrepentant
(Rom. 16:17-18; Titus 3:10-11).

Practically, disbelief creates theolog-
ical communities within which closer 
fellowship is shared than in Category 1.

Same as previous column.

Practically, disbelief creates 
affiliational communities within 
which closer fellowship is 
shared than in Category 2

Same as previous
column.

Disbelief should be no 
barrier to fellowship 
(Rom. 14).

Practice

Actions

Applications
of principles

Actions one must engage in 
to be saved and actions one 
cannot practice and be saved = 
Orthopraxy.

e.g., Obedience to Scripture; keeping 
a clear conscience; Scriptural sin lists.

Well-informed, godly men who agree 
on Category 1 and 2 principles
disagree regarding these practices.

e.g., Worship practices,
Evangelistic methods,
Views on war and violence.

Practices over which there 
is widespread disagreement 
even among those who 
would agree on Category 2 
practices.

e.g., Lifestyle issues, women 
in pastoral ministry, Sabbath 
observance.

Personal practices and 
convictions. There is no 
general consensus on 
this issue.

e.g., Child-rearing 
methods, forms of 
entertainment

Response 
required by 
Scripture to 
disobedi-
ence

Range includes shunning & 
admonishment (2 Th.), avoidance 
(2 Ti., Rom.), rejection (Tit.), and 
excommunication (Mt., 1 Co.)

Separation passages: 2 Tim. 3:2-5; 
Titus 3:10-11 Rom. 16:17-18; 1 Cor. 5:9-
14; 2 Thess. 3:6-15; Matt. 18:15-17

Accept and love them.
Rebuke factious or divisive persons
and reject the unrepentant
(Rom. 16:17-18; Titus 3:10-11).

Practically, non-adherence creates
distinctions within theological commu-
nities, & may result in affiliational subdi-
visons within a theological community.

Same as previous column.

Practically, non-adherence 
creates distinctions within 
affiliational communities 
and may impart a distinctive 
character to churches within 
an affiliation.

Same as previous
column.

Practically, non-
adherence should not 
be a barrier to fellow-
ship or create further 
distinctions (Rom. 14).


