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This timeline provides a rough 
visual overview. Due to space 
restrictions, the placements do 
not ref lect exact dates.

A date range is only indicated 
for major prophets (e.g., see 
Isaiah below); otherwise, icons 
are placed at the beginning 
of each prophet’s ministry or 
king’s reign.
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Shalmaneser V, 
king of Assyria, 
begins siege; his 

successor Sargon II
captures Samaria, 
exiles people, and 
resettles land with 

Gentiles (722)

Sennacherib, king 
of Assyria, invades 

Judah and lays siege on 
Jerusalem, but fails (701)

After Solomon,
the kingdom 

is divided into 
the Northern 
Kingdom of 

Israel and 
the Southern 
Kingdom of 

Judah
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Only 8 of the 20 kings of 
Judah did what was right, 
and some half-heartedly

Not single one of the 19 
kings of Israel did what 
was right
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Also addresses 
Northern
Kingdom

Preaches in Ninevah,
capital of Assyria

Tiglath-pileser 
III, king of 
Assyria, conquers 
much of Israel and 
exiles people
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pileser III

Shalmaneser 
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The Prophet Isaiah
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Nebuchadnezzar II captures Jerusalem, exiles 
Jehoiachin and Ezekiel, makes Zedekiah king 
to be a puppet of Babylon (597)

Nebuchadnezzar II’s first 
incursion into Judah; exiles 

the best of Judah’s society, e.g., 
Daniel and his friends (605)

Jehoiachin released by Evil-merodach, 
successor of Nebuchadnezzar II, and 
given honorable place in his court (562)

Did the
most evil of 

any king; 
burned his son 

as sacrifice 
to false gods; 

point of no 
return

Sought God with whole 
heart and led major 

religious reforms, but 
too late for the nation to 

avoid God’s judgment
Cyrus II of Persia captures 
Babylon (539); Jews exiled in 
Babylon now under Persian rule

Esther & Mordecai
in Persian court (478)

First return of exiles to 
Jerusalem under Jeshua 
and Zerubbabel (538)

Second return of exiles 
with Ezra (458)

Third return of exiles 
with Nehemiah (445)

Second Temple
completed (516)

Walls of Jerusalem 
rebuilt (445–?)

Zedekiah tries to rebel with help of 
Egypt, so Nebuchadnezzar invades; 
Jerusalem falls to Babylon; Solomon’s 
temple destroyed; people exiled (586)
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The time of Joel’s 
prophetic ministry 
is uncertain
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Ezra reads 
the Law

Second 
Temple

Nehemiah at
the ruins of

Jerusalem’s walls

Fall of Jerusalem

Nebuchadnezzar II,
King of Neo-Babylonian
Empire
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Cyrus II
(Cyrus the

Great)

Daniel in the 
Lion’s Den

Thus says the Lord: 
Because you have 
disobeyed me, I will 
give all Judah into 
the hand of the king 
of Babylon, and 
this whole land will 
become a waste. But 
after seventy years, 
I will bring you back.


