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W I L D E R N E S S  E N C A M P M E N T T H E  T R I B E  O F  L E V I

T H E  TA B E R N AC L E  A N D  C O U RT

God’s presence is at the center of his people’s life Worship must be properly overseen and mediated

Aaron and
his successors

Kohathites Gershonites Merarites

Aaron’s sons &
their descendants

God wants to dwell with his people, meet with them, and receive their worship

The Laver

Ark of the
Covenant

The Veil

High priest only 
(once a year) Priests only

All Israelites

Altar of 
Incense

Golden
Lampstand

Table of the Bread
of the Presence

The Bronze Altar

The Burnt
Offering

Give 
yourself 

fully

God and his Word 
are a continual light

God watches over and
provides for all Israel

Access to God’s immediate presence 
is blocked and dangerous

God hears
prayer

God is with us and 
reigns in glory

Thank 
God for 

provision

Rejoice
in fellow-

ship

Seek 
forgiveness
with blood

Make
resti-

tution

Wash up, worship 
God with clean 

hands

Sacrifice and
offer your best

to God

The Grain
Offering

The Peace
Offering

The Sin
Offering

The Guilt
Offering

Note: This is a simplified design. The proportions of the tabernacle are not exact; the colors are not exact (e.g., the High 
Priest wore multi-colored garments); and the animals for some offerings varied (e.g., based on a worshiper’s wealth).

Israel’s Worship
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Abib/
Nisan

T H E  S P R I N G

T H E  FA L L

Ziv/
Iyyar

Sivan

Tammuz

Av

ElulEthanim/
Tishri

7th month

Bul/
Marcheshvan

Chislev/
Kislev

Tebeth

Shebat

Adar

The Passover

New Moon

Wake up! Repent and 
prepare for atonement

God provides in the 
wilderness and leads his 

people through it
God has mercy, covers sin, and

casts it far away from his presence

Unleavened Bread

Feast of First Fruits

Pentecost
(Feast of
Weeks)

Time belongs to God; God’s wonderful works are to be regularly remembered and celebrated; 
memory shapes identity; God is sovereign over time and moving all things towards rest, redemption, 

renewal, restoration

Every area of life belongs to God; 
God’s people do what is right and 
just; the principles of holiness/
separation and purity are embodied 
in every human domain

Note: God was working 
with Israel where they 
were at (hardhearted and 
surrounded by brutal, pagan 
cultures). Jesus made clear 
that some things in God’s 
law were a concession, not 
God’s ideal or permanently 
acceptable (e.g., allowing 
divorce and a form of 
slavery). Furthermore, to 
be ritually impure did not 
mean that a person had 
sinned. Many laws were a 
symbolic reminder (“object 
lesson”) in every area of life 
that Israel needed to be a 
separate people, and that 
God’s presence is free of 
everything associated with 
death and defilement. Feast of Trumpets

Feast of Booths/
Tabernacles

Day of Atonement

Every 7th day: Sabbath

Every 7th month: Atonement

Every 7th year: Sabbatical

After every 7 sets of 7 years: Jubilee

“Unclean!” “Unclean!” “Clean again!”

“Forbidden!”

“Righteous!”“Sinful!”

“Sinful!” “Righteous!”

“Allowed!”

“Clean!” God delivers from 
slavery, death, and wrath

Make a clean break from “Egypt” 
and its sinful inf luences

Acknowledge God as provider
and give him thanks

God is 
faithful

and gives
us his

law

T H E  L AW T H E  C A L E N DA R  A N D  F E A S T S

First of every 
month


