
“Our Lord triumphantly 
descended into the lower 

world, and took possession 
of the kingdom of the dead.” 

(William Burt Pope)
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“I died, and behold I am 
alive forevermore, and 

I have the keys of Death 
and Hades” (Rev. 1:18)

Jesus is Lord “in heaven” (Php. 2:10)

Jesus is Lord “on earth” (Php. 2:10)

Christ preached 
his victory

over the wicked 
dead (1 Pet. 3:19)

able to communicate
(Lk. 16:24–31)

“ he foresaw and
spoke about the 

resurrection of the 
Christ, that he was not 

abandoned to Hades, 
nor did his f lesh see 

corruption” (Acts 2:31; 
cf. Ps. 16:10)

“ he also descended
to the lower parts of 
the earth” (Eph. 4:9); 
“‘Who will descend 
into the abyss?’ (that 
is, to bring Christ 
up from the dead)” 
(Rom. 10:7)
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The Apostles’ Creed faithfully summarizes the Bible when it says that Christ “descended to the dead.”
Older translations of the Creed say that “he descended into hell,” but in older English “hell” could 

refer to the place of all the dead more generally (Hades or Sheol), without reference to punishment. 
The Church never taught that Christ was punished in hell for our sins. His descent is triumphant.

H U M I L I AT I O N  O F  C H R I S T E X A LTAT I O N  O F  C H R I S T

Jesus is Lord “under the earth” 
(Php. 2:10; cf. Rom. 14:9)

“As Christ died for us, and 
was buried, so also is it to be 
believed that he went down 
into Hell.” (39 Articles of 

Religion, Article 3)


