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The Apostles’ Creed faithfully summarizes the Bible when it says that Christ “descended to the dead.”
Older translations of the Creed say that “he descended into hell,” but in older English “hell” could

refer to the place of all the dead more generally (Hades or Sheol), without reference to punishment.
The Church never taught that Christ was punished in hell for our sins. His descent is triumphant.

HUMILIATION OF CHRIST EXALTATION OF CHRIST

Jesus is Lord “in heaven” (Php. 2:10)

Incarnation Ascension

Jesus is Lord “on earth” (Php. 2:10)

Resurrection

“be also descended
to the lower parts of
the earth” (Eph. 4:9);

“he foresaw and
spoke about the

resurrection of the

Descent to the Dead

“Who will descend Christ, that be was not

into the abyss?’ (that abandoned to Hades,

is, to bring Christ nor did kisﬂesk see

up from the dead)” Abraham’s Bosom/Paradise Adam, Eve,  corruption” (Acts 2:31;

(Rom. 10:7) (“UPP“” Sheol) Abraham, cf. Ps. 16:10)
OT saints,

“great chasm” fixed
between (Lk. 16:26)

able to communicate

(Lk. 16:24—31)
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, etc.
“Under the Earth” cross, €t
The Place of the Dead)
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“As Christ died for us, and “Our Lord triumphantly
was buried, so also is it to be Jesus is Lord “under the earth” descended into the lower
believed that he went down (Php. 2:10; cf. Rom. 14:9) world, and took possession

into Hell.” (39 Articles of
Religion, Article 3)

of the kingdom of the dead.”
(William Burt Pope)




